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Subject:     "Last -Minute  G-ifts."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics, USDA. 
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Even  those  careful  people  who  run  their  lives  like  clockwork,  who  do  their 
Christmas  shopping  months  ahead  and  live  the  year  round  "by  system  and  schedule  — 
even  such  efficient  folks  now  and  then  run  into  emergencies  on  the  day  "before 
Christmas.    And  the  rest  of  us  human  beings,  who  aren't  such  careful  planners,  or 
those  of  us  who  happen  to  be  last-minuter s  by  nature  —  well,  we  often  find  the 
day  before  a  problem. 

You  know  how  it  goes.    You  thought  you  had  every  last  gift  for  everybody 
on  the  list  and  then,  maybe  this  morning  early,  you  remembered  that  you  had  forgot- 
ten all  about  Uncle  Joe.    Or  maybe  you  just  had  word  today  that  an  unexpected  guest 
would  be  joining  your  circle  around  the  Christmas  tree.     Such  things  do  happen  on 
a  full  day  like  this.    Then  it's  up  to  you  to  get  out  seme  sort  of  acceptable 
Christmas  greetings  in  short  order.    What  kind  of  gift  can  you  make  in  the  eleventh 
hour? 

Fell,   certain  food  gifts  will  be  most  welcome  and  won't  take  much  time. 
Suppose  Uncle  Joe  is  a  bachelor  uncle.    Or  suppose  you  want  to  make  something  for 
the  business  girl  relative  who  lives  alone.    How  about  malting  up  a  small  batch  of 
drop  cookies,  the  fruit  or  nut  or  molasses  kind  that  will  keep  well?    You  can  pack 
these  in  a  nice  red  tin  and  tie  the  can  up  with  a  sprig  of  evergreen.    Uncle  Joe 
or  Aunt  Tilly  will  find  these  very  handy  for  a  solitary  midnight  snack  or  for 
some  occasion  when  a  friend  or  two  drops  in.    Other  good  bachelor  presents  from 
the  kitchen  might  be  little  jars  of  marmalade  or  jelly,   some  stuffed  dr,ied  fruit, 
a  small  fruit  cake,  or  cheese  straws  packed  in  a  tight  box, 

Suiroose  2"ou  iieed  a  last— minute  gift  for  a  neighbor, 

H-ow  abouo  a  jar  of  homemade  mincemeat  or  pumpkin  a.11 
prepared  ready  for  the  Christmas  or  Hew  Year's  pie?    You  can  cook  the  pumpkin  or 
squash  all  ready  to  combine  with  the  seasoning  and  other  ingredients  for  the  pie. 
Then  if  you  want  to,  you  can  include  a  neat  little  copy  of  your  pie  recipe  along 
with  the  jar  you're  giving  away.    Of  course,  mincemeat  and  prepared  pumpkin  won't 
keep  in  jars  indefinitely  unless  they  are  properly  canned,  but  they'll  bo  all  right 
for  use  during  the  holidays  if  you  keep  then  in  the  refrigerator.    Here's  another 
idea  to  lighten  your  neighbor's  cooking  load  —  present  her  with  some  small  glasses 
of  your  best  cranberry  jelly  all  ready  for  individual  servings  on  the  Christmas 
dinner  table. 
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A  clever  friend  of  mine  male  a  cleaning  kit  for  one  of  her  housekeeping 
friends  last  year.     She  painted  a  small  grape-basket  that  she  happened  to  have  on 
hand,  and  filled  it  with  such  humble  necessities  as  soap  powder  and  soap,  a 
scrubbing  rait,  a  small  brash  and  some  dust  cloths.     It  made  a  handy  kit  to  carry  on 

the  arm  and  save  steps  on  cleaning  dav.    This  inexpensive  and  useful  gift  made 
the  biggest  hit  of  anything  from  the  Christmas  tree. 

Another  quick  gift  for  a  housekeeper  is  an  oilcloth  cover  for  her  cookbook. 
Use  yellow  or  green  or  orange  oilcloth  —  whatever  color  fits  into  your  friend's 
kitchen  and  cut  the  oilcloth  to  fit  the  cover  of  the  book  extending  it  to  the 
inside  of  the  cover  and  then  binding  the  edges  with  bias  tape  of  a  contrasting 
color.    You  can  also  make  a  quick  and  useful  gift  by  painting  a  cheap,  three-by- 
five-card-file  with  colored  enamel  paint.    This  is  useful  in  the  kitchen  for 
recipes  or  at  the  desk  for  addresses. 

If  you  live  on  a  farm,  you  have  your  choice  of  many  possibilities  for  the 
city  cousins.    Your  cellar  of  stored  vegetables  and  apples;  your  pantry  stocked 
with  your  own  jams,   jellies  and  pickles  —  these  come  to  mind  first  as  treats  for 
people  in  town.    But  if  you  look  around,  you'll  find  plenty  of  other  things  that 
will  cost  you  little  or  nothing,  yet  will  be  most  welcome  to  others. 

You  might  fix  up  crash  bags  of  choice  nuts  or  boxes  of  nut  meats,   for  exam- 
ple.   You  might  send  a  bag  of  potatoes  to  the  city,  all  tagged  to  say  that  these 
potatoes  were  excellent  for  baking  or  ideal  for  French  frying.    You  might  send  a 
big  green  Hubbard  squash  from  your  cellar  or  a  golden  pumpkin  or  a  basket  of  apples. 

From  the  woods  around  your  home,  you  might  send  greens  or  a  Christmas 
bouquet  of  twigs  of  bright  berries.    The  youngsters  might  fix  up  bags  of  Dine  cones 
to  start  the  Christmas  fire.    Or  they  could  bring  boxes  of  popcorn  for  their 
little  city  friends  to  pop  on  Christmas  afternoon.    A  little  bag  of  pine  chips  for 
the  city  fireplace  or  a  professional  looking  bundle  of  dry  snappy  kindling  — 
these  are  other  costless  but  useful  greetings.     If  you  live  near  the  sea.,  you  can 
collect  pieces  of  dry  driftwood  that  will  burn  with  curious  green  and  blue  flames. 

If  you  have  friends  that  are  fond  of  flowers,  why  not  send  them  packages  of 
seeds  or  bulbs  from  your  own  garden?    Or  a  bright  potted  plant  like  a  geranium 
makes  a  cheerful  Christmas  gift.     So  does  a  bowl  of  sprouting  narcissus  bulbs. 

Maybe  you  have  saved  and  dried  some  herbs  from  your  kitchen  garden.  Then 
you  can  send  your  friends  some  packages  or  bunches  of  dried  seasonings  —  sage  or 
thyme  or  dill  or  basil  leaves  or  mint.    Even  dried  celery  leaves  make  good  season- 
ing for  soup.    Or  you  might  send  herb  seeds  or  roots  for  the  friend  who  would 
like  an  herb  garden  of  her  own. 

If  you  have  preserved  the  old  custom  of  saving  rose  leaves  or  lavender 
flowers,  you  can  quickly  make  up  some  sachets  for  your  friends,  little  sweet-smell- 
ing bags  to  hang  on  hangers  in  the  closet  or  put  away  with  clothes  in  bureau  drawer 

Well,  there  are  some  odds  and  ends  of  ideas.     Christmas  greetings  don't  have 
to  take  long  hours  of  preparation  or  be  expensive  to  be  welcome.     The  secret  of 
success  is  to  make  them  look  festive  by  some  simple  means  of  wrapping,  and  to 
adapt  them  to  the  needs  or  taste  of  the  person  to  whom  you  send  them. 

Well,  here's  wishing  you  yourself  a  Kerry  Christmas. 

11  Hi  'il 


